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CHARACTERISTICS AND PROBLEMS IN RESEARCH ON NURSES
INVOLVED IN ORGAN DONATION IN JAPAN

—COMPARISON OF JAPANESE AND INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE—

Junko NitTal’

Abstract:

Purpose: The present study investigated trends in research on nurses involved with organ
donation in Japan. Furthermore, this study compared the characteristics and problems in research
on nurses involved with organ donation in Japan through comparison of Japanese and international
literature.

Method: Using the Japana Centra Revuo Medicina database (which contains data from 1997 to
2008), we reviewed 15 original articles that we found by using “organ transplantation or organ
donation”, “brain death”, and “families of brain-dead patients” as search terms. In addition, we
reviewed two articles on the awareness of nurses involved in organ donation that were identified
from reports on human genome/regenerative therapy research funded by Health and Labour
Sciences Research Grants, for a total of 17 articles.

Results: With regard to the attitude of nurses toward organ donation, organ transplantation, and
brain death and its related factors in Japan, “similarities to findings in countries with advanced
transplantation technology and the characteristics of findings in Japan” were elucidated.

Future issues include the need to elucidate the structure of experiences of nurses involved in
organ donation in Japan in order to investigate nursing practice for donors and their families that

is based on predictions rather than trial-and-error.

Key words : donation, transplant, brain death, attitude
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