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HOW THE JAPANESE PEOPLE HAVE DEALT WITH TAKING
MEASURES AGAINST HANSEN’S DISEASE IN JAPAN

— FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE CHARITY WORK OF THE JAPANESE
ROYAL FAMILY AND SOME RELIGIOUS GROUPS —

Noriko Kagayal

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine how some religious groups and the Japanese
royal family have dealt with taking measures against Hansen's disease in Japan. The Japanese royal
family’s involvement in taking measures against Hansen's disease began with Empress Koumyo's
work to save Hansen's disease patients during the Heian Period (A.D794-1185). In 1931 (Showa
Period 6" year), the Association of Prevention of Hansen’s Disease was established by the donation
of Empress Teimei by her relief fund charity work for saving Hansen's patients. After her death
in 1952 (Showa Period 27" year), the Association changed its name to the Toufu Association, and
the Buddhist religious group called the Shinshu Otani denomination Koumyoukai, which had been
dealing with the problem of Hansen's disease in religious terms, also helped with funds. Because
their president was the sister of Showa Emperor Hirohito's Empress, they had a deep relationship
with the Japanese royal family.

The Japanese government’s measurement against Hansen's disease was to convince Japanese
citizens that Hansen's disease could be eradicated by quarantining the patients. Koumyoukai and
the Christian charity group, MTL, (Mission To Lepers) which also had connections with the
royal family, cooperated with the government in educating the Japanese citizens of quarantining.
The royal family initiated charity work under the name of kyusaiian (Relief and Comfort) as they
financially supported the other group’s charity work. Later, a rightest medical doctor of good
reputation and influential power penetrated into Koumyoukai and MTL with the philosophy of
Ethnic Purification of Minzokujouka. The involvement of the religious groups and the royal family in
the movement of ethnic purification influenced by the government became public knowledge.

Key words : Measurements against Hansen's disease, the Japanese Royal Family,
Ethnic Purification, Religious groups.
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