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NURSING CARE PROVIDED FOR FAMILY MEMBERS IN THE
FIELD OF CRITICAL CARE - LITERATURE REVIEW TO
EXAMINE APPROACH METHODS ADOPTED BY NURSES -

Fumiko Mikam1!’, Yumiko Fukvuoka®’

Abstract: The present study was conducted to examine nursing care provided by nurses for the
families of patients, as well as their approach methods. Using Ichushi-Web (version 5), 128 original
papers published between 1983 and 2012 were analyzed.

Since 2001, there has been an increase in the number of studies on nursing care for patients’
families, and the increase since 2004 has been significant. Whereas there has been little change
in the number of qualitative studies since 2004, the number of quantitative studies has been
declining since 2009. The largest number of studies (60 papers, 47%) involved family members as
the subjects, followed by studies involving nurses (43 papers, 34%) and both family members and
nurses (12 papers, 9%). The studies were classified into the following seven categories according
to their similarities: [recognition of support for family members by nurses], [understanding of the
feelings of family members], [nursing care to support family members], [unstable emotions and
behaviors of family members], [wishes of family members and their expectations], [recognition of
their roles by family members], and [feelings of family members towards health care professionals].
As a nursing care approach toward family members in the future, it will be necessary to assess
them based on theories, and provide them with support while taking into account the assessment
results.

Key words : critical care, nursing care, family members, research trends
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