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COMMUNICATION-RELATED CONCERNS OF FIRST-YEAR NURSING
STUDENTS DURING THEIR INITIAL FIELD PRACTICUM
- ANALYSIS USING RECONSTRUCTED RECORDS OF PRACTICUM
SCENARIOS -

Chikako Kupo!’, Naoko WartaBe!’, Teruko ABE!’

Abstract: The objective of this study was to elucidate the characteristics of communication during
the initial field practicum of first-year nursing students, particularly the students' areas of concern.
Descriptions provided in the reconstructed records of communication scenarios involving 35
students and the patients under their care were categorized based on the classification scheme of

nn

Hayashi et al. as "patient-oriented," "self-oriented," or "relationship-oriented," and the characteristics
of each category were analyzed. The most common category, applied to 16 students, was "patient-
oriented," which showed concern mainly for the patient's emotions and thoughts. This indicated
that although the students had little nursing knowledge, they were concerned about the words and
actions of the patient who was the object of the nursing. The category for 11 students was "self-
oriented," indicating concern mainly for the student's own emotions and thoughts. These students
tended to feel pressed to converse with the patients, particularly on the first day of the practicum,
to feel anxious about not knowing what to do, and to have a desire to do something as the
practicum progressed. Eight students were categorized as "relationship-oriented," indicating concern
mainly for their relationship with the patient. In these cases, each time the students had contact
with patients throughout the practicum, they experienced converse feelings of fear of rejection and
relief at having been accepted.

Key words : initial field practicum, communication scenarios, concerns, reconstructed-records
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