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Responces to Visual Environmental Stimuli in Incidental Learning of Mildly Retarded Children
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Abstract

Moderately retarded and normal children were tested for recognition in incidental cues present during oriented
learning. The orienting task was to count the numeral. Ss in the control groups performed it with the instruction
of intentional learning but in the experimental groups Ss did it with no such instruction. The recognition tests
were administered in which S selected the original cut-out from among three cut-outs in different colourring. The
results indicated that normal experimental group (NEG) located and pointed out significantly better than retarded
experimental group (REG) on the orienting (see Table 2,3) .

The groups of normals and retardates were equal on the recognition test of the incidental materials (see Table4).
However,retarded experimental group learned incidentally superior to retarded control group. It was suggested that
the difference of amount of learning between the incidental and the intentional task was related to the meaningfulness
of the learning materials which strengthened the attention and minimized the interference which was to be atributed

to the learning materials.
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