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Another Image of Women in W. H. Hudson’s Novels
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“You have a wife—a wife whose existence you
concealed from me till this moment!”’ she said.
“Now you ask for mercy when your secret has
been wrung from you! Married, and you have
dared to take me in your arms, to excuse yourself
afterwards with the plea of passion! Passion—do
you know what it means, traitor? Ah, no; a breast
like yours cannot know any great or generous
emotion. Would you have dared show your face
to me again had you been capable of shame
even? And you judged my heart as shallow as
your own, and after treating me in that way
thought to win my forgiveness and admiration
even by parading before me with a sword! Leave
me, I can feel nothing but contempt for you.
Go; you are a disgrace to the cause you have

espoused! "
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By-and-by the front door opened and a lady
came out and down the steps, and on reaching
the pavement stood still and looked hard at Fan.
She was tall, and had a round shapely figure, a
well-developed bust, and looked about five-and-
twenty years old. Fan thought her marvellously
beautiful, but felt a little frightened in her pres.
ence, she was so tall and stately, and her face
had such a frowning, haughty expression. Beau-
tiful women-faces had always had a kind of fas-
cination for her—the gentle, refined face, on which
she would gaze with a secret intense pleasure,
and a longing to hear some loving word addressed
to herself from a sister with sweet lips, so strong
that it was like a sharp pain at her heart, The
proud masterful expression of this beautiful face
affected her differently—she feared as well as
admired.?
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Now, the first sight of her, the first touch of
her hand, wrought a change in him, and all thought
of Edgar and of the purpose of his visit vanished
out of his mind,Even he, one of the great nobles
of his time, the accomplished courtier and life of
the court, stood silent like a person spell-bound

before this woman,,,.'”’!!
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0, glorious Edger, she said, the time will come
when you will know what I feel now, when at
your feet, embracing your knees and kissing the
blessed hand that with one blow has given me
life and liberty, One blow and your revenge was
satisfied and you had won me; I know it, I saw
it all in that flame of love and fury in your eyes
at our first meeting, which you permitted me to
see, which, if he had seen, he would have known
that he was doomed. O perfect master of dissim-
ulation, all the more do I love and worship you
for dealing with him as he dealt with you and
with me; caressing him with flattering words
until the moment came to strike and slay. And I

love you all the more for making your horse
trample on him as he lay bleeding his life out on
the ground. And now you have ocpened the way
with your knife you shall come back or call me
to you when it pleases you, and for the rest of
your life it will be a satisfaction to you to know
that you have taken a modest woman as well as
the fairest in the land for wife and queen, and
your pride in me will be my happiness and glory.
For men’s love is little to me since Athelwold
taught me to think meanly of all men, except you
that slew him. And you shall be free to follow
your own mind and be ever strenuous and vigi-
lant and run after kingly pleasures, pursuing deer
and wolf and beautiful women all over the land.
And I shall listen to the tales of your adventures
and conquests with a smile like that of a mother
who sees her child playing seriously with its dolls
and toys, talking to and caressing them. And in
return you shall give me my desire, which is
power and splendour; for these I crave, to be first
and greatest, to raise up and cast down, and in
all our life I shall be your help and stay in ruling
this realm, so that our names may be linked
together and shine in the annals of England for

all time. 3
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Once more she would appear before the world,
not as the beautiful, magnificent Elfrida, the
proud and powerful woman of other days, but as
a humble penitent doing her bitter penance in
public, one of a thousand or ten thousand humble
pilgrims, clad in mean garments, riding only when
overcome with fatigue, and at the last stage of
that long twenty-five-mile journey casting off her
shoes to climb the steep stony road on naked,
bleeding feet. 1t
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ORI E O YD v v N v OHEPRE - T B
HVEE I EDA X ORI YRR U, i
IR E R - T By Fi, T ICBRIT 5000
D, LEHS>THRBEHORTH B, 3IRTHHLE
A& Yoletta iz oW THE 2, ELVWLMETH D, K
Bt RefiL, ELVHOETHSERY, £KO
Rima oL TRIELHIRLLBHONRD, =—
PET RS WO EREKOMEL L LT, RO
L5 e SR Ul et AR - O FEAET B O
2RPIAEE UG, FEAEANLA%R Lohx v
Fol W h BREETCERTHD S, = OFRNMS
Yoletta (ZMAEOADLIEE H—H LIz 3 A TH
b, OIS ek B Rima e FE S ¥ cofff Aol
ERLTWBEE 25,
BofFERD Z & BEKD, 1802FLRBE I it
Fan b5 s e, (FHERAKREFREL, B
BB R koERAHDY, vV P 0Kk 4
%, BHBHCE AR MECHT Ul TR B R
Whe BTFOBRAR, KRB AN EET B8
DRIFEAIT T, £ TR EEE B MRy
Mt DTH D, WRIFCH SRS IR - Bkt
Ha—BEAML U fERCh ot Ehe, PR L
{EFRE, Bfila HRRD, BRI - TiE 5 Al
OPSRER, BRI h, ARSI LTR S K
HER T B AR b D TH ofes 2D EIFERD
—f, El% “Why, a city, I take it, is nothing
more than a collection or congeries of houses—
hundreds and hundreds, or hundreds of thousands
of houses, all built close together, where one can
live very comfortably for years without seeing a
blade of glass.”¥% Lk, = v Ny iy 5 Kfiged
A—TEH I CAKOFERNLE LT, 2 i iZhciRp L
fel BRI BTHS D, L AN Fan icF
BE, FHIIThECORAMERNL-BRLT, S
BRELRH LD, KAz &, WELLEe Y ¥
VORMECHBEBH X, Focir FREE#oA
ML, BHYOEEOEREERIICHC oD TH
Do MMMOLHARER &V D iRED 6, BT B Wikl
BICEBELTCH 9 e bil, EARD Fan X0l A
TH % Starbrow D T A& HINCT B 2 L BAWRETH
7% o Haymaker $3 5 & 51, Zoo/hjioEiE
RIOZADHBCYULRATWSDTH Y, THREY
NG TEEBNLTHD, 7, Fan OFn b5k
Y, TOPRIRIC I, FEROBIANRA B
L, M7 @i alov b &58, WSS

A RO AMITEHSVWE WS HTHER IS, Eds
DAL CTib E DicbidEGik s o A0 A bR,
By ¥y OAIEL Bic g k4 7T & & Al K IEAF
FHOMBAIM L b DEELBRBN, KE&THS
D¥FRAE I e MO THEE L O ETH%E, ik
TRHBZEDTERNLDTH ot —H, Wi
L, #H¥ OHES% 4 < iz Starbrow o iz, lady
ELToupRrhicfEs MRS Y, LA
JER B ATV B M, ArfEd Dolores L T Bo
SO TEDL R ETOL L BV, T
AOEER AT E LT oL, Jite s
MONLETHEEYHE LI D THS, Starbrow O L X
BHEORIC  bREHCH LT, chie—HThEy
HlFEinboAnby, TIELZREYTIRAKLIRD
%o flz¥, Captain Horton #% Fan ic/PfinfTA%
FHR L o D - 1B, Ml acL, B®ETE
NA T XRWCEIEATRTOTH Do WL O 3T
LTahBE, 0L CELRTHEBCRBIE D AN
BB EFEC, FliEd AVGTIRI - T b, HHELE
THhDHI ENbhb, BT thsd L E ik
A6, IHb oy Fan #FHEL, S Lbid5FEE
B Lich, Fan 2o ol By w4 & i)
%, BIRkomEy, mMcikicBlEy L5y, A
DRI, b ok b, Mic{Fo Dolores DY,
EALD Lamb 0FaH bivisuw bl ok, il
LSHEL, BETAREHRLUVCAELZRTZ MRE
BWERWL, L T5, LirL, Starbrow okl
Frc bl icmglch v, bl R ERE AL T
Wh, Hie, Bua%es Horton oif&xmad e,
Wl o e H T2 ENTEY, BRBETHEH L
BU, HERILMT A0 THD, 20X 5 0% T5
H IR EROKE, T Elfrida 2% 3%
Edward 1 T % BT 57 ADNBMAE TR TVEH L)
W2 %, Starbrow OM&lTHEERCTI LK, i
FCORBME—ELTHE LY, Bk hT5
ThEd, FRAKEEDOSD L O TV, Pt
5 RXBHBRVEER, 2L oRs, HTNCHL,
HTHB, “OM, BEEDOLL, R TMULG
e N T AT % Elfrida o387/ R e BRir b, »
FThiCE Y, HLoKE ShistElk, 2me LT#gT
L, HlEA R AR E iR sm e, Elfrida
CHEI U A S OREL B,

fE ED o B ORI W BERERE T
S OMERD &, % 5 Ttk - 11904k O Green
Mansions 5% L, >OWisw BB D X 51, M
R B A bR b M ki, o AR R
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PREECERLCELRERRTE1LTH D, HEA
ADRima KA BRI 5 FEHERIEAR LBV ERH
KT B UMBROBHE RL T b, (FEDOL O BB
i3, HAHHFHKN “‘Rima is a wish”?7 mbA 2L 5
o, WAABOBEBTHDELTF 2 L5, HaLOHEY
WART AL Y, irfED Margarita £ Transita
D, HHNIEIED Yoletta oFhp WL, Fic
BMOEROKE Y TTT, FHERAOLHRELERL
TwABZ Edbhbd, ABEBREIAMTHD, —&T
HBHECORBHE, BHVCRBHRZLABOEELLL S
BHOXTHD LV EHBICIHLCEET h e 2
Rima 7o Thb, fEHENEALD Abel WF b,
“All the separate and fragmentary beauty and
melody and graceful motion found scattered
throughout nature were concentrated and harmoni
ously combined in her.”’18 LR ~C\5 X 51c, L
BHHOLHALOMAZHNL, BHLEHAROMH
RELTUlibRTwS, F i3 BR»LEL TR
i E bk, HHVGAKEOD & &St
DB DR, (FEOBRCHT DA T & BT
RAIDIEH T BRI, 2 LM LT\~ 5, Rima
CE ST, MAAEUIER L TE L 0BG b
TEELIEELTINTHD D,

b & HMINERE oW ILYE, Dead Man's Plack
CEDE, BERRWL UL Bbh 50 THB, £
CBET% Elfrida 0%, WidoMv, Rima off:
BCHLR B I L MBI LRV, FIRABRLD
WehwEmL, Gz, RT3z ERTEY S
EV D, BAANERPHRRENTH D, Lo MR

V7 AN EIT Ll LB ihb, ZOL 5
BRME, B\ 3RBER L - e AR, Fioa
TERL DI, LLFCEOWEERRI LT HRDTH
b, Fan w35 Starbrow i\ C kX e BAy
%, Elfrida R B - TRB LI E B 2 5o #-C,Rima
BOBALAROZ BT L 50 THAHA, Elfrida
BROBRE LOTClE VWD ThS, FRIERTSE
TREEONDEERXRRTHBDTHY, BEDEAY
EBLLTCBOTHD,
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