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Her large eyes were blue, the rare blue of a perfect
summer's day. There was no need to ask where
she had got that colour; undoubtedly in heaven
“as she came through.” The features were perfect,
and she was pale, or so it had seemed to me at
first, but when viewing her more closely I saw
that colour was an important element in her love-
liness--a colour so delicate that I fell to comparing
her flower-like face with this or that particular
flower. I had thought of her as a snowdrop at
first, then a wind-flower, the March anemone, with
its touch of crimson, then various white, ivory,
and cream-coloured blossoms with a faintly-seen
pink blush to them.

Her dress, except the stockings, was not black;
it was grey or dove-colour, and over it a cream or
palefawn-coloured cloak with hood, which with its
lace border seemed just the right setting for the
delicate puritan face. She walked in silence while

they talked and talked, ever in grave subdued tones. 5
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Our next encounter was on the parade, where
she appeared as usual with her people, and nothing
beyond one swift glance of recognition and greeting
could pass between us. But it was a quite wonder-
ful glance she gave me, it said so much:—that we
had a great secret between us and were friends

and comrades for ever.6
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Through the scattered village of Churt, in its
deepest part, runs a clear stream, broad in places,
where it spreads over the road-way and is so shal-
low that the big cart-horses are scarce wetted above
their fetlocks in crossing; in other parts narrow
enough for a man to jump over, yet deep enough
for the trout to hide in. And which is the prettiest
one finds it hard to say—the wide splashy places
where the cattle come to drink, and the real cow
and the illusory inverted cow beneath it are to be
seen touching their lips; or where the oaks and
ashes and elms stretch and mingle their horizontal
branches;—where there is a green leafy canopy
above and its green reflection below with the glassy
current midway between. On one side the stream
is Surrey, on the other Hampshire. Where the two
counties meet there is a vast extent of heathland-—
brown desolate moors and hills so dark as to look
almost black. It is wild, and its wildness is of that
kind which comes of a barren soil. It is a country
best appreciated by those who, rich or poor, take
life easily, who love all aspects of nature, all
weathers, and above everything the liberty of

wide horizons. 8
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There are beautiful moments in our converse with
nature when all the avenues by which nature comes
to our souls seem one, when hearing and seeing
and smelling and feeling are one sense, when the
sweet sound that falls from a bird is but the blue
of heaven, the green of earth, and the golden sun-

shine made audible,12
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Listening to, and in some instances seeing the
singers and counting them, I found that there were
two thrushes, four blackbirds, several chaffinches
and greenfinches, one pair of goldfinches, half a
dozen linnets and three or four yellowhammers; a
sprinkling of hedge-sparrows, robins and wrens all
along the street; and finally, one skylark from a
field close by would rise and sing at a considerable
height directly above the road.13
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Hudson’s essays, as a whole, reveal an extra-
ordinary variety; there is scarcely any part of life
he has fajled to touch, and touching, to make new
with the power of his genious, Passion, humour,
pathos, tragedy, fantasy, irony, characterization,

description —all are there.17
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Open your eyes once more to the sunshine; let it
enter freely and fill your heart, for there is healing

in it and in all nature.18
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When 1 came near it that sunset splendour did
not pass off and it was indeed like no earthly vil-
lage; then people came out from the houses to gaze
at me, and they too were like people glorified with
the sunset light and their faces shone as they ad-
vanced hurriedly to meet me, pointing with their
hands and talking and laughing excitedly as if my
arrival among them had been an event of great
importance. In a moment they surrounded and
crowded round me, and sitting still among them
looking from radiant face to face I at length found

my speech and exclaimed, “O how beautiful! 19
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