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Never, I thought, had I seen a lovelier village with
its old picturesque cottages shaded by ancient oaks and
elms, and the great church with its stately tower look-
ing dark against the tuminous western sky. Dismounting
again I stood for some time admiring the scene,
wishing that I could make that village home for the
rest of my life, conscious at the same time that it was
the mood, the season, the magical hour which made it

seem so0 enchanting. !
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My forefathers had dwelt for generations beside it,
listening all their lives lcng to its music, and when
they left it they still loved it in exile, and died at last
with its music in their ears. Nor did the connection
end there; their children and children’s children
doubtless had some inherited memory of it; Or how
came I to have this feeling, which made it sacred, and
drew me to it? We inherited not from our ancestors
only, but, through them, something, too, from the

earth and place that knew them.?
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