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Introduction 

The oDeration to save of Spanish descent before and World War II by the Spanish 

Government, with selected intervention by civil servants and officials, was documented in memoran­

da, telegrams and personal notations found in the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

Spain. The dayto--day business level of the Ministry was preserved in order to retain a 

record of the events that took place during World War II. A portion of the accessible 

documents referring to Sephardic Jews and Spain's role in securing their safety involved individual 

case studies and memoranda between lower-level and semi-high officials. 

Unfortunately, many pertinent documents have not been released 

much of Franco's personal corresnondence and memoranda, which 

the government, 11l\.."lUU111(.; 

to this topic. None of the 

documents in the archives found by this researcher suggested a personal intervention by Franco. In 

this study, many case studies have been outlined to an idea of the scope of lower-level work 

the Ministry was involved with when with refugees. The evidence gathered here 

was fragmentary because of its nature (and due to the overall organization by the Spanish 

Archives). These factors made it virtually impossible to follow through many case studies to their 

end. The various case studies presented, however, are important to give a basic understanding of 

the type of work performed by the Spanish during World \Var II. 

Spain as Sanctuary 

As Hitler rose to power in early 1933, the tedious task of relocating persons displaced during 

World War I and the Russian Revolution was still being carried out. A whole new generation of 

began to flee from German borders in fear of widespread and indiscriminate persecution by 

the new Nazi government. With the passing of the Nuremberg which literally stripped the 

German Jews of all their basic rights of citizenship, it became painfully clear that anti-semitic 

was to intensif 

The first deportation of the occurred in October 1938, when Germany eAlJeUeU 

Polish citizens of extraction residing within its borders. In November of the 

same year, 

capital owned 

World War 

an organized pogrom known as kristallnacht, enterprises and 

Jews throughout Germany were confiscated. With the outbreak of 

the Jewish population of the territories conquered by Germany was 

ghettos and later systematically massacred .... This "final solution" 

of the Jewish was carried out throughout the war wi th the thoroughness and 

emotionless efficicncy characteristic of the modern warfare statc. 1945, six million 
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had been annihilated. 'hroughout these events, a few the dragnet and 

survived. became rt:ltllrrt:lt:l~ and see:Ktrlg 

Spain and the Franco government were instrumental in the salvation of a significant number of 

these "refugees". 

As the war progressed, so did the shocking mass killings by the Nazis. In mid-1942, 

information began filtering out of the European continent detailing the extermination 

of the United States made a conscious attempt to suppress these reports. Spain, on the other 

took charge and the implementation of a complicated network of diplomats and other 

djJQ.IU011 authorities to work in the rescue of Spanish Sephardim [Jewish of Spanish descent] 

in other countries. 

Salvation of Spanish Nationals 

Sephardim that applied for Spanish repatriation through the Primo de Rivera Law of 1924, 

were subJected to 0tJ<1111~11 citizenship after their arrival into service was 

mandatory in Spain, and the who to take refuge in were required to serve 

a native would be required) in a branch of the armed forces. Through a shuilling of relocation 

campaigns, many families were separated because the husband would be required to fulfill his 

military duty. 

Two cases involving Greek Sephardics were personally addressed by the United States' 

Ambassador to Spain, Carlton 4 In a letter dated December 6, 1943 to Hayes' good friend, 

His Lieutenant General Count Jordana, the ambassador asked the Minister of 

Affairs for his oersonal attention regarding this matter. A oortion of his letter is as follows: 

It has come to my attention that the foreign office has requested the French Mission to 

arrange for the evacuation to North Africa of some seventy-three Sephardic Jews. 

According to reports reaching the Embassy, these Sephardic Jews have Spanish national­

ity and possess Spanish passports. I assume that they possess Spanish nationality under 

the terms of a Royal Decree of 1925 [sic] these Seohardic Jews a oeriod of five 

years within which to opt for SDanish n"t;",'\" 

One case which has reached the Embassy's attention is that of the family Hassid 

COlnpOSE~d of Rene Hassid, his wife Anna, and children, Pedro, aged five, and Collette, 

aged three. Rene Hassid was born in 1907 in Greece of Spanish parents. His Spanish 

nationality was officially recognized by the Spanish Government by Royal Decree No. 78 

of November 30, 1928. Upon arrival in Spain on 11th f19431. he was told that 

he would have to present himself for 

children were notified on the l'Y'Ifwninrr 

to Mala.,!o;a 

service in 1945. The wife and two small 

the police that must 

to North Africa with the rest of the 

group, but without her husband, who must remain in Spain to do his military service. 

Another case is that of the family Hanen Jessua. sixty-seven, and his son, 

Hector J essua, entered Spain in January 1941 as would any citizen returning to 
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Mrs. Dora Jessua, with two remaining children, Susana and Jaime entered Spain on 

August lIth with the convoy. She and the two children are obliged to leave from 

Malaga to North Africa with the rest of the group, while the husband, Hanen is 

not included in the evacuation. and the bov. Hector Jessua, is informed by the 

of Foreign Affairs that he must first be released from the military service obigations by 

the Ministry of War. 

Ambassador then gently reminded the Count that their two governments have cooperated in 

the past in such matters, bringing relief to unfortunate peoples of all nationalities. In an .o'Vt1"'otvlol" 

diplomatic manner, expressed the following: 

I am preoccupied, lest any effort on the part of the Spanish Government to send 

"".onh'lr' ..... 1"' Jews, who possess nationality, out of Spain will be abroad 

as an effort to expel Spanish from Spain. I am afraid that this would lend itself 

to the allegation that Spain had adopted an attitude toward corresponding to the 

attitude of Nazi Germany and that as a result Spain's international position would be 

seriously prejudiced. 

I am the liberty of suggesting, therefore, that the Spanish Government permit 

these Spanish Jews to reside in so long as the war lasts and until they can make 

their own arrangements freely to to whatever place they may choose to reside. 

I am sure that such action by the Spanish Government would be considered as additional 

cooperation in the humanitarian effort to relieve the distress of Jewish refugees in 

general. 5 

The ploy used in his letter combined subtle pressure, touched with concern to express 

his underlying desire to convince the Spanish Minister to be more generous with entrance 

passports, and regulations allowing Jews to reside in Spain for an indefinite time. The 

Ambassador most likely used the ruse of the two men separated from their families as an 

excuse to write to Jordana, in order to exert pressure on Spain to facilitate and initiate more 

evacuations. 

Count Jordana returned a letter to Ambassador Hayes that following week 

had raised in his letter: the tone of the letter was defensive at times. 

every point 

Although I have already given you an answer personally, during our meeting yesterday, 

the 9th of December, regarding the subject of your letter dated the 6th of this I 

would like to point out that the information you used as the basis in your letter is 

erroneous and on my part, the least I can do is to express to you, purely on personal 

that your character has been deceived by tendentious and inexact 

information. Neither in the case of HASSID nor in that of JESSUA is there any 

on the part of the authorities for them to leave the country, neither 

the aforementioned, nor any of the others that intend to leave Malaga are obiged to do 

military service in Spain, and let alone separate them from their families. On the 

] 
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contrary, they can all leave freely without pressure or I am compelled to 

remark that the head of this Sephardic group, Sr. Canetti, is the one who asked us to 

grant them permission to leave Malaga and according to their wishes, they have been 

given all kinds of facilities at their disposal. 6 

the Count informed that he had the "satisfaction" to communicate to him 

that Spain was continuing her intense negotiations with the Germans for the release of Spanish 

Sephardim in concentration camps. 

Obviously, Hayes' letter was not well received and the subtle pressure conveyed in his letter to 

was interpreted as an attack upon the Spanish Ministry. In any case, through a telegram 

from the armed services, Mr. Hassid was officially relieved of any military in Spain, and on 

a travel manifest of Sephardics leaving Malaga en route to North Africa,!> the entire Hassid family 

was listed. Apparently, there was a misunderstanding in communications somewhere within the 

Spanish Government; people were being informed of an obligation to serve in the military. and the 

was suggesting the contrary. 

David Blickenstaff, of the American Relief Organization, personally intervened 

in behalf of the Jessuas (mentioned in Ambassador Hayes' letter), to ask for a waiver of military 

service. It can be assumed that the travelled to Malaga as a family also. These examples 

of Spanish and Allied intervention demonstrate the personal level at which the two sometimes 

worked during the war. The initial rescue of families through the Primo de Rivera Law did not 

end the assistance offered by the SDanish Government. 

Rescue of Hungarian 8ephardim 

lmately 825,000 lived in Hungary and the areas II ungary had annexed with 

German aid at the end of the 1930's and the beginnimr of the war. Until March 1944 this 
large Jewish ,'f\rYlfY'l'll""l,t remained in relative tranquillity, serving as a place of refuge 

CiUbC:C:;:' from Poland and Slovakia. There were, to be sure, discrimina-and transit for 

tory anti semitic economic prohibitions, and worst of all, forced labor on the 

Ukranian front: by the Spring of 1944, 63,000 Jews of Greater II ungary had fallen 

victims to the persecution. 1111HJUbll this did not completely undermine 

life in many communities, it was only a small hint of what was yet to come.9 

Everything changed for the worse on March 19, 1944, when the Nazi's entered II ungary to 

occupy its territory. Hungary went from a nonbelligerent of Germany to just another 

occupied area. This new status meant that Hungary would now the horrors of Nazi 

occupation. JO A notable difference, however, was the fact that the government of Dome 

Sztojay assisted the Germans in the occupation, and ultimately in destroying the 

On March 21, 1944, Adolph Eichmann (the head of a SS Einsatzgruppen), was ready 

to Droceed with the plans to carry out mass deportations of Jews to concentration camps. This 

private rescue agencies such as the World Congress to warn Hungarian 

this imminent danger. The Jews were advised not to wear the "tell~tale yellow star."12 

of 1944 trains from began <,,,..,,.., ",nrr to transport the Hungarian 

4 
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camps.13 

A list of new ordinances, implemented by the occupying government in July of 1944, was sent 

by Angel Sanz Briz to the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.14 These resolutions detailed the 

persecution being forced upon the remaining 247,000 Jews of Hungary. 

1) Jewish homes should prominently display a distinctive yellow Star of David on the 

door of the house, 30 cm in diameter, on top of a black background that is 31 to 51 

cm. In SIze. 

2) Jews who actually live in homes that are declared for Christian habitation only, 

should abandon those in a time period of five days and move domiciles to co-habitate 

with Jewish families in homes for Jews. 

3) A Jewish family has the right to temporary habitation,* but only if this temporary 

housing is less than 25 square meters and if the family consists of more than four 

persons, then they have the right to another living area, sized accordingly in the 

medium range. Doctors, engineers and others, for professional reasons that demand 

a larger space, have the right to a separate habitation. 

4) Christians who have been angered by the Jews will not buy furniture from Jews that 

have been displaced. 

5) The destruction of literary works by Jews has begun via burning in furnaces. In the 

workshops of a cardboard box factory, destruction of these works has been done in 

the presence of Mr. Kolozsvary, Secretary of State, other personages of the Ministry 

and the press corp. Kolozsvary- Borza gave a short speech before throwing the first 

volume into the fire, that ended up being a book of poetry by Kiss J ozsef. 

6) Another resolution ordered that the Jews should hand over all types of arms that they 

possess within a time limit of 24 hours.15 

This list is of interest when considering the grave situation facing the Hungarian Jews. By this 

time, three-fourths of the Jewish population had been deported to various concentration camps. 

The types of regulations implemented were inconvenient, but not life threatening. Seemingly, the 

Jews never realized the magnitude of the danger until it was entirely too late. 

Spain was first requested to "exert" its influence to help save Jews by a group of Hungarian 

Jews in Morocco, who had found refuge in Tangier before the war. A goodly portion of these 

Jewish refugees had managed to build businesses; because of their Hungarian connections, these 

influential businessmen were up to date on the events taking place in their homeland. Thus, they 

made contact with the Spanish Government to enlist help in the rescue of Hungarian Jews. 16 

These Hungarians, Jewish leaders of Tangier, requested the Spanish High Commissioner in 

Tetuan, Morocco, to authorize the arrival of five-hundred Jewish children from Hungary. In their 

appeal, they emphasized three very important considerations: 1) All the children were between the 
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ages of five and fifteen; 2) There were, at that four to five hundred adult refugees ready to 

leave Tangier (as not to increase the refugee population too intensely) ; and 3) they would arrange 

for the childrens' transportation through the International Red Cross (and absorb 17 

This request illicited an encouraging response from the commissioner to help, but on one condition: 

the adult refugees had to leave Tangier to their place of relocation before the Jewish children could 

enter Morocco,I8 For the next month, an exchange of letters ensued between the office of the 

Commissioner in Morocco and the Spanish Foreign Affairs Ministry,19 

On July 22, 1944, the United States Embassy in Madrid made a formal request to the Spanish 

Affairs to continue in their humanitarian work to evacuate Hungarian 

There has come to the attention of the Embassy of the United States a press report, as 

yet unconfirmed to the effect that the International Red Cross has received from the 

appropriated I I ungarian authorities assurance that no further deportations of Jews from 

that country will take together with authorization to direct the evacuation of 

Jewish children to countries to receive them, 

In view of the interest which the Spanish Government has manifested in the humanitar-

ian task of the lives of the innocent victims of German persecution and in view 

particularly of its cooperation in recently authorizing the issuance of Spanish visas to 

500 Jewish children in Hungary whom it is desired to bring temporary haven in Spanish 

Morocco, the Embassy wishes to take this opportunity, in the light of the above 

mentioned press report, to express to the Ministry the hope that that Government will 

continue to assist in the rescue of the persecuted Jews in Hungary by making temporar­

ily available to them the facilities of Spanish territory.,. ,20 

Pressure from private group within the United States and England may explain the sudden interest 

on the part of the Allies. Haim Avni cites that Jewish organizations pressured the Allies to "work 

vigorously" to rescue the Jews by negotiating with Eichmann to exchange for people or 

UV1!lUlll~ Auschwitz to end the systematic murdering of Jews. 21 Both requests were denied. An 

alternative for the United States, then, was to gently pressure neutrals (like Spain), to intercede for 

humanitarian reasons and rescue Jews. 

The British Embassy issued a memorandum labeled on July 18, 1944, requesting that 

the Spanish Government intervene in saving some 1,500 Hungarian Jews by issuing transit visas. 

The British Embassy accepted complete responsibility for their eventual relocation overseas.22 On 

a follow up "Nota Verbale", the United States Embassy reiterated the British request, 

assuring that the evacuation of the Jews overseas would indeed tr'-'ln~nirp and reminded Spain of 

its humanitarianism in granting transit visas,23 

An example of Spain's intervention and ability to manipulate German and Hungarian author­

ities, was expressed in a memorandum sent by the British Embassy to the Spanish Foreign Affairs 

Ministry in of 1944. The "Nota Verbale" expressed the gratitude of the Embassy to the 

In action to evacuate the 1,500 Hungarian The Embassy pointed out that 

the refugees would be allowed to enter Palestine, as to alleviate any preoccupations on the part of 

the Ministry concerning a potential problem. 

6 
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l.:"lllua.::..::.y has now learnt that of the 1,500 refugees in question, the majority have 

that 1, 200 are at the Belsen Bergen camp, and that the first group 

expected to reach the border during the next few weeks. In 
therefore, of the fact that these will not have been able to have their visas 

issued in Budapest, the Embassy has the honour to request that the Government 

will be so good to send the necessary instructions to the Spanish authorities on the 

Franco-Spanish frontier especially in Catalunia (where they are most likelv to 

authorizing the entry of these people even if they arrive without visas. 24 

Not did Spain assist in extricating 1,200 persons from the concentration camp Belsen-Bergen, 

but authorities allowed Jews to enter the country without the proper papers. 

The United States earnestly to Spain in August of 1944 to transit visas upon 

immediate request to anyone American passports or United States visas to enter the 

U. S. In a two part "Nota Verbale", the United States Embassy informed the Spanish Government 

that the "Hungarian Government has authorized the departure from of all Jewish persons 

in of entry permits entitling them to admission into any other 

Palestine, and that the German Government is disposed to permit the transit of such persons 

through territories under its control."25 In an accompanying memo dated the same day, the United 

States Embassy requested Spanish assistance with Hungarian Jews in possesssion of U. S. passports 

or visas. 2fi 

In a communique to the in Spain, the United and Great Britain jointly 

transmitted a copy of a declaration issued on August 17, 1944. The declaration addressed the 

unfortunate situation the faced and agreed, the heavy difficulties and 

responsibilities involved," to accept provisionary care of Jews released by the Hungarian Govern-

ment. The declaration ended emphasizing that, "in accepting the offer which has been 

they do not in any way condone the action of the Hungarian Government in forcing the nrn,rrr"tum 

of Jews as an alternative to persecution and death."27 

By mid-December, the Russians had entered Budapest. The Spanish delegate, Angel Sanz 

had received orders to leave Hungary before the Russians arrival (due to differences between 

the Russian and Spanish governments dating back to the Spanish Civil War). When Sr. Sanz Briz 

left HunQ"arv. Soain's role in heloinQ" came to an abruot end. 

Franco's issuance of protective papers continued over the protestations of the 

Germans until the Nazi occupation of Hungary was ended. Yad Vashem reports that 

by the end of the war, Franco had forwarded 2,750 documents to 

Jews. This was in addition to the passports issued the Hungarian SepJwrdim and the 

visas given by Franco to 1,200 Jews in 1943. 28 

Indisputably, for whatever reasons, Franco's Spain was directly responsible for the safety of 

thousands of Jews escaping Nazi persecution in Hungary. 

Rescue of Greek Sephardim 

Ambivalence was the word in rescue of Greek At the ..... tv.ln'ch 
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Government looked favorably toward the Greek refugees, extending Spanish protectIOn, 

visas, etc. In other Spain behaved in the opposite manner, denying entrance into 

Spain of Greek Jews, and as charged by the British Ambassador to Madrid, Sir Samuel Hoare, 

Spain even went as far as to set up umblmg blocks to the entrance. 

Although there was no widespread anti-semitism in Spain and the Spanish Government 

had not adopted the anti-Jewish methods of Nazi persecution, no Spaniard wanted a 

immigration into Spain. The Government even went so far as to put obstacles 

in the way of the Sephardim refugees from Salonika although they were technically 

Spanish subjects. For a second time, this historic branch of the Jewish race had been 

'-AfJ'-II'-U from its once in 1492, when the Jews had been expelled Ferdinand 

and Isabella, and again in 1942 when the Germans occupied Salonika whither the 

Sepha rdim had migrated. 

The Government, however, took a much more favorable view of their assistance to the 

Greek fJUUll.::ll1C:U document L }h,~"pagne et les lui!" (1949), :,0 Spain related her efforts 

claiming that full power of attorney was to the diplomatic missions to assist 

everything possible at all times, for the descendants of the historically exiled Sephardim 

four- hundred years before.31 This contradicts Sir Samuel Hoare's observations, but supports 

Secretary at the German Embassy in Athens, who felt the Spaniards 

were qUIte accommodatmg to the Jews because they extended "their protection to Sephardic 

in Greece, in addition to hona Spanish nationals. In his book, Wartime Mission in Spain, • 

former Ambassador Carlton noted that Spain "was ready to assert a fanciful Spanish 

for Sephardic Jews in German occupied territories."33 

These conflicting testimonies do have a basis. Until the spring and summer of 1943, "the 

Germans and Spaniards continued to haggle about the Spanish while "the Franco Govern­

ment carried on a tradition of procrastination."34 On August 2, 1943, progress was made and the 

German Foreign Ministry to treat the Sephadic as "exchange Jews." These Jews were 

tr'.lnsported to Bergen Belsen in Germany, to await clearance to continue to Spain.35 

the 

The sudden progress was by Adolph Eichmann who was growing impatient because 

deadlines had passed and many countries still claimed citizens, including Spain. 

On July 5, 1943, Eichmann reminded his counterpart in the Foreign Office, von Thad­

den, that repatriation deadlines had already "We do not consider it worth­

while," he wrote, "to wait any longer or to meet these governments halfway. According 

to the present status of the final solution, there are now in the Reich area only those 

who are partners in a Jewish-German mixed marriage and a few of 

nationality." In order to arrive at a "final solution" in this matter also, Eichmann 

requested von Thadden to fix one more deadline: August 3, 194:3.. .. "In \.-lV.::llll.l';, 

Eichmann wrote, "we ask that you put aside any possible scrupples in the interest of 

solving the Jewish Problem, since in this matter the I~eich has met the 

governments halfway in the most generous matter."36 
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The deadline mentioned was prolonged eventually unti I December 31, 1943,:37 but the urgency of 

the situation still remained the same. "Several months after the decision on Bergen--Belsen, a 

Embassy in Berlin declared that his government was now prepared 

to repatriate all Jews in occupied territories.":~8 

The Sephardic in Greece were unique in that many adhered to Spanish customs, Iallt;Uat;t:, 

and culture. The majority of the Sephardim lived in Salonika, spoke Ladino,39 and could trace their 

Spanish descent back to fifteenth century Soain. These facts made it all the more ouzzlinQ: as to 

Spain acted so in the passage of the Jews into 

'The Jewish community in Salonika also had about 600 who were Spanish citizens. 

When the deportations started the RSITA 

messages from the Spanish charge d'affaires in Athens (Eduardo to the Spanish 

Foreign Ministry in Madrid which revealed that with the aid and abettment of 

the chief of the Political Division of the Soanish Foreign Office (Doussinague) was 

very hard to save Spanish Jews.40 

The Spanish Foreign in however, blocked the transport of these Spanish citizens 

requesting that only fifty Jews be allowed to enter Spain at one time. 41 The Spanish Govern­

ment did not want an influx of six-hundred Greek Jews all at once. This definitely impeded 

Gasset's work in Athens. 

In March of 1943, Spanish authorities "further revealed their lack of willingness to receive 

their Jewish nationals by ruling that no refugee should enter Spain until the previous group had 

left. 42 As noted, this trend determined the attitude of Spain until December of 1943; on August 1, 

1943 the nationals were finally en route to Bergen-Belsen and arrived there on 13th.43 

According to ITaim Avni, the question of passports was raised by the Germans with regard to the 

transport of the nationals from Bergen-Belsen to Spain. The Germans suggested that the 

transport of Jews be regarded as collective passport, which would expedite the crossing of German, 

Hungarian, and Bulgarian borders. The Spanish Ministry opposed this and insisted that 

the Spanish Ambassador in Athens issue individual passports. 44 

Two major obstacles the Greek in limbo---passports and transportation. Several 

modes of transit were proposed, but the Spanish Foreign Ministry dismissed all except that by land. 

The Spanish Government was not willing to accept responsibility for financing nor orQ:anizinQ: the 

actual transit. 

regarded the entire repatriation as the outcome of German 

this policy, the Spanish nationals could remain where they were; 

herself exempt from The differing approaches 
broken onlv if one of the sides were to ~~~;i- .. l~i-" 46 

since, were it not for 

therefore considered 

a deadlock that could be 

obstinate behavior succeeded in forcing the Germans to concede. As preparations for a 

train to carry the evacuees to the Spanish border were being made, "Spain suddenlv revoked 

her decision to accept her nationals from Salonika."47 
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On July 16, 1943 the Spanish Ambassador in Berlin telegraphed to the representative in 

Athens that "in view of the new instructions my Government cannot authorize repatria­

tion of Spanish Jews en masse or even in groups, and Your Excellency may grant visas 

only in exceptional cases.48 

vVhy the sudden change in attitude? Was Spain turning her back on these Spanish nationals? 

These questions also plagued the Germans who proceeded with caution concerning the Greek Jews. 

The Nazis believed Spain would have another change of position and would demand the release of 

these refugees. With this as their reason, the Germans decided to hold the Greek Jews for two 

months before transfer to the east (which would translate to "extermination").49 

The Spanish Consul in Athens, Romero Radigales, along with the Spanish Consul in Salonika, 

Solomon Ezratty, began devising a plan to evacuate the nationals to an Italian occupied zone such 

as Athens. This angered the Germans because they perceived this action as using the Jews to play 

two Axis powers off against one another. 50 

Finally in the middle of July, 1943, there was yet another change in Spanish attitude. Spain 

demanded the transport to Bergen-Belsen to be "carried out under optimal conditions, and that all 

the elderly, the children and the sick, for whom the journey be difficult, be removed from the 

transport; on August 6, 1943, the Spaniards further requested that their exconsul in Salonika, 

Solomon Ezrati [EzrattyJ, and his family be removed from transport and sent directly to Spain, 

stating that appropriate visas had already been issued."51 

As the transport of Greek Sephardim made its way to Bergen- Belsen, word came on August 

9, 1943 that Spain would indeed accept her Sephardic nationals. This change in policy is 

unexplicable. It is possible that Spain became very apprehensive at the prospect of a large number 

of Jews immigrating to Spanish soil--after all, Spain was in the practice of accepting only those 

Jews that were in need of transit, on their way to Palestine, North Africa, or to the Americas. Of 

the thousands of Jews saved by Spain, only very few remained on Spanish soil indefinitely, all the 

others were relocated. 

Other questions can be raised: Did Spain suddenly feel guilty about renouncing her nationals? 

Can Spain's action be attributed to humanitarian reasons? Or did pressure from the Allies and pro­

Jewish organizations prompt Spanish officials to change their minds and allow the Greek Sephardim 

a haven? Whatever the reasons, Spain's reluctant intervention possibly allowed many refugees to 

perish at the hands of the Nazis, but in the end did save several hundred Greek Jews. 

Notable Spanish Support Outside of Spain 

On March 21, 1944, the British Embassy made an appeal to the Spanish Government to allow 

the transit through Spain, of a group of rabbis destined for the British colony of Mauritius. These 

rabbis, from all over Europe, were seeking an asylum. The British Embassy not only requested 

Spanish assistance for transit, but it also wanted permanent visas issued; this measure was asked 

in order to insure the passage of the rabbis. Some occupied countries' border people were not 

lenient in cases of Jews seeking refuge elsewhere. A temporary visa could be more readily 

denied. 52 The "permanent" visas, of course, were only temporary because the British Embassy had 

made prior arrangements to evacuate the rabbis to Mauritius after their arrival into Spain. 

These rabbis received a great deal of attention from at least three governments. On the same 
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day the British Embassy to the Foreign Ministry, David Blickenstaff of the 

American Relief Organization, wrote to the Ministry with regard to the rabbis seeking a haven. 53 

A reply by the Spanish Ministry was made on April 18, 1944, informing the British Embassy that 

the rabbis could indeed pass through Spain in transit on their way to Mauritius. 54 After rOf'.C>'H'nrY 

a favorable reply from the Spanish, the British sent another memorandum praising the 

Spanish authorities," and at the end of the correspondence additional assistance from the 

Spanish to issue more passports to another group of rabbis seeking refuge in Mauritius. 55 

The Spanish Ministry was obviously gaining a reputation for getting results in their 

requests to occupied countries to issue passports and visas. In 1944, other countries such as the 

United States and Great Britain depended heavily on the Spanish Ministry to assist them in 

securing the safety of certain individuals, such as the rabbis. 

1944, however, the Spanish authorities contradicted themselves, also. On June 28th, 

the British Embassy reported that several groups of were turned away at the French border, 

in SalIent in the province of Huesca, The memorandum is as follows: 

9th. A group of 12 men and 10 women, mostly arrived at the frontier. The 

men were ordered back into France. 

June lOth. Another group of 26 arrived at the frontier and was also obliged to return to 

France. 

"'-'-___ Another group arrived, including a young Dutchman, Joka HENNY, who 

endeavoured to commit suicided by stabbing himself on being told he would have to 

return to France. He is now in the hospital at Zaragoza 56 

Evidently, the Spanish border authorities were selective as to who may enter Spain, even if 

the refugees would have to return to France on pain of death. The Dutchman must have 

felt that taking his own life would have been less painful than returning to France where he most 

assuredly would have eventually been relocated to a concentration camp, and ultimately put to 

death. These people were obviously fleeing for their lives. 

Other occurrences in 1944 a rather antagonistic atmosphere amidst the Spanish 

rescue effort. The United States found it urgent to express its displeasure with a 

situation involvinSl the representative of the American Joint Distribution Committee. 

The American Consul General at Barcelona has reported by telephone to the Embassy 

that on July 18, 1944 a group of some 15 Falangists, some of whom wore 

distinguishing them as ex-members of the Blue Division, forced their entry at the 

of a pistol into the offices and living quarters of Dr. Samuel SEQUERRA which are 

located on the third floor of the Hotel Bristol. Acts of vandalism are reported to have 

been committed the intruders. Dr. Sequerra was not on the premises at the time, and 
probably owes escape from n<:>r<.:onn'l injury to this fortunate circumstance. 

The Embassy views this incident gravely inasmuch as Dr. Sequerra, although a citizen 



~bljiFr:IIlG),"l • *.J:WlA"l*~~ (l99H) 

of Portugal, is the representative of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 

and inasmuch as it must be assumed in the absence of evidence to the contrary that the 

assault was directed against him and the Committee's offices with knowledge of and 

because of his activities on behalf of the said Committee. The Consul General accord-

has been instructed to support such protests to the authorities at Barcelona as may 

be determined upon in the case. 

A thorough investigation was conducted by the Foreign Ministry, and in September the results were 

released. Apparently, the men were celebrating the eighth anniversary of the "uprising."58 Most 

of the men were Falange members from the old guard who were having a reunion. Some of these 

men had fought on the Russian Front with the Blue Division, and were uniformed accordingly. 

After a substantial amount of alcohol was consumed, around five-thirty in the evening, the 

group began its rampage and headed for the Bristol Hotel. The group was in control of its actions 

because they had thought to disconnect the telephone lines in all the fervor and the hotel 

employees together as hostages. Soon the men were out of control and began ravaging the office 

and living quarters of Dr. Sequerra, destroying many of his material belongings. After several 

minutes of uninterrupted terror, the arrived; two men twenty-one and twenty two were 

UW1!t;l.::l" men involved were lashing out at two groups; unfortunatelv. the men vented 

their anger at the Portuguese doctor who was the two groups 

disliked-- Americans and Jews. The United States had pressured the Spanish Ministry 

with several memos calling for a thorough and complete investigation of the incident. The United 

States Embassy reminded the Ministry "that it is not the intention of the Spanish Government to 

the perpetrators of this assault against the of an American organization to go 

attended to the of the assault expedItIOusly; the United States 

Embassy acknowledged its gratitude for the arrest of the two vandals and the measures taken 

the Spanish authorities to investigate the "deplorable incident. "61 These however, did 

not reflect the overall accomplishments of the Spanish Government nor did they detract from the 

work Franco's government generally pursued. It has been documented in the Spanish Foreign 

Affairs Archives that thousands of Jews were aided62 with visas, passports, and given transit 

to escape the ludicrous extermination bv the Nazis. 
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Appendil A: Spanish Foreign Affairs Documents 
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cr1stion ... 3, deberan abandonarlas en el plaz.o de 5 dias :. I' lriars 

a cohabitar con familiae judias habJtante~ en caaae 50Jo ,;-ara 
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j' d,} otr"!} ;JersonAl1.1.adoB del Ministerio y de 15 l'rens:=' . .i 'cl,.Z8-

vary-ft\.rza pronuncio un breve d1scurao antes de en tr'3e~,:!" HI fue­
go e1 primer voll1men,'1Ue resultc 8("1" un Ilbro de poesle, ri·: l'is!: 

J ozse! • 
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EXCEL:!l?1 :.:n.:w 3t~ UH TEl~ Ill. '~\L .j!.,!; ..:.~l.rt1 Vlt(j .. ~ 

AI,'fu Gvr~l;)AHLU DE EJP,A;~A l:.!'i L,j,;~UL~uS. 

n:'.'U,dj 

I.os que suscri bell, residentes EW'''Tanger, tl elle.u. el .. 'H~or de ;,;.j,­

,"i.;lTse muy re~pctuosamente a V.E. pelra expresi.lrl!" el 11';;:';;:10 ~e :!l..i.e 

:, lie:3e a oiec elcceder e autor1zar la llegad12 a 'CiiLl6t:r ue bv.., LLl­

~:JS 1::)1"8el1 tas de 5 - 15 arios de edad procedentes de hUJ:l..6rla. 
? ~- .. , .-...-~-, ...• -.~- .. -.-.•. -.~ . 

Pr6xlmame.r1te ha oran de dej~r nuestra Cludad unos 4UU .. 5vu ref,Y ... 
giados israeli tas procedentes de Ce .. tro Europa y e~ta C1rCUll;.;t;;..I:J.-

cia nos impulsa a solic1 tar 81 faTor de que p,or Ud. pudleru conce­

derse la hosp1t311dad a un n~ero s1m11ar de pequeno 3. 

Los que suscr1ben asuman, .deade lueSO, la reSpOJlS3Ulllda i .id 

sU3tento ie lo~ niDOS que V.E. qu1s1era permltlrnos ~coger, &~rantl­

zendo que su estancia en esta ~~udad no habr§ de proiucir 1~ menor 

p~rturbaci6n n1 molest1a para lluestrHS querldaa 8utorldaaeu n1 ~u-

r::J n1D.gUno de los reslden tea en Tan6'er. 

La org8111ZUC16n del T1aje y traslsdo de esto~ C.:llt ~ ~i~r:L:I ele.,Q 

tJ3:la por 18 autor1zada med.l.ac16n de ll:l Cruz Hoj:.: Ir.~':!'J..~C1U!l\.:il, ------ ...... -. ,._ ...... 
tlu"'danlio as! autoriZClda, es declr, !:ISee;urdas:J toUl;.t cl(J~e .(.: 6"irun-

tias !)obr~ 1u ~le(~C16n de los beneflClario!.i. 

Conocedore!.i de los nucan1tar103 y g~neroso~ ~ent~le!lt03 ae V.~. 

:' de E.slJafia, !:Os perol hmos aongar l:;t es~era.u:t.!:I i1e ~ue, ~l ello es 

Iactible, querr~ V. E. accecier a CI..12r siJtl~iucC16n a t:$tc Jt:;;>t:O ue 

ppzztar Y llej ar de 103 pel igros y Sl.[l..;iiJUOres .1e li:t gUt!r!'"a a Wl. 

~ier to nu.mero de cr1a turas lnocentes y COnIl!:ldos E:U esa 6'eut; rOSl-

1at! nuncCl le3nent1da a.o.t1 cl.fI:'n a V • .i!;. la exprl.!J16n ue BU [,;;: •• 3 l:!'"O-

fU.!l1a gT"dtitui.- Dios prde a V.E. Y !:I ESpCiiia ttluchos "WO:L -l'~­

~er! ~~2 de mayo de 1.~4.- t'lIT.l;jdo, por ~:l:.HJac ;3ul'H:,J.- Ja­

.'oll JfI .T. 3alana.- Ar6n Cohen.- Jtll:r.e lJe.1.mar.- ;;)ll:1Y !..ar:~ut,~,,- ~ 

ram BenSln. - J. Ab1sto.l. - 1!1mon Cohan y .::ial o(Tl6.c. ~. kSrl. _ :or 

tU3n: Jacob 11. ;:'enmaa:4n y U01ses A. !l,Lz:jn.-

.LoS CO ~l...l: 
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No. 3 

?~IJ 2. 
' ... ' t:! ~ ~~..i.!., 

TA, 

(' II 

............ ,{ 

;!.:~ ,je !"';'J 0 

'I.' f .' 

!t; l. ~' s' ~. 

: ~ ~2 J}l.1J1oL'lU :lC3. 
;13Ulr.i.'V : ACOt; • .t!i..Il.,l 1n:;tt1I!(!:;'H ;Or;.U!U ":''-1'.12;'; l~­

r::Jel1 t.J :i!';lJ.l;;er.J • .'etli.;J!~, ,;v.ll.(;.l­
t:J.'.~0 tJIJ.~ C; JU ! ~!.!.:>t:r '''<.L!U.::; :,'" I;,;: 

c~chOl:) .1 ~r\l'~..i. 1 tr.J.:; • Ut: ;.. ... ;~' t...;,. .... ..:. r":'~l. 
a UD.OS 51../u ,r'_~ i-=v .. l:.,-'~; ::.,J-

llr de 'lu:.Lt?''2~. 

,~') p.~·,;~~:jl~:';~· ;&:. ... '".f • ___ • ,,\;.1.i,. " 
.§I? ~;::. ... .: 1'" .J' .!':, •.. 

\~h. (. 7 \\';' i \2:..4 

,~t:r' i: ;':,: •• ,,// 

X"U, --------

:i" :f Y 
1 ;. 

EXCClO. seuor: 

.: '1 kI COIr.uIli~d iSI"'Jttllh. de '~IJLIt;;t.!!" :Julu:.:. .. ...J ,: .•. ".._;Lc.:li.:l. 

(ilr1G'lda a esta Alta COIIll$arb, y ,:ue ell c:;~,.J.;) ~'; ,:':~x'li:J-

na, 3e 3utorlce la venida :J :1~ uuo;;> ~U1Ll,;;_1,:J~ ::.~ 

I.' 
"(;: , .. , • f '. ,C ,,,,,,! .-1 chaeho;J israelitas proct::t1entt:s til: j!un~'rilJ. (,;01., • .1. .. 'J.l, .. fl 

'I'.~( (t t"'(t,·c.el: 
I' C"I' C' 1('" t( * .t.. fo, .. 
:..." _ ":'r,rl'r i~\f' cier..tos a qUiD.1elltos refuglado~ u.t.: loUI:1J. rell(..:j(;~" ,rJc,g 

e3ta hospi talidad a la pr6x.lr.l!..1 tll:J:J IJ'~ '11G!~l: r .', :;.;:::ttI:Q 

~ "'f ,·r,,).r 4 dentes de Centro Europa, que ,iJUdleran ~t;:':' :;u:;;tltui.;. ... ;;: .i:0r 

., ~ " .. '"" los nuevos aCOgidos • 
.I~, (,',r: t ,:-<" .;, -,,', _ 

,r .. f.;,. .,( ::,;!c.,d"? a, Contesto a los firm8lltes del docwot::nto ell cu.estlon qu.e, 
'-<''''4'",,'. ~ t'fr~ t_""'("'f.'l"'I:."",'PI"o'", 

. r'~ ~ slendo eooo son evidelltes los sentlm1t::u·.03 llUIilI:l..I.I.1 \.iJrlO~ ae 

.1" ..... u ,(, «~;""'~::2 Espana y de su Gocierllo, someto a ~3te Y ,lJ ... r .. ..>U ~u'pe-

.(.~I' ... ;. ,t't:o. P."q:::rior decls16n, 10 que so11cltanj pero qut: serli::! at: :lesear, 
• f ... ~4 ... ' "" '1 1',.. ~Q 

"" "', ': ~.u.ct......,- al servlcl0 de Ulla favoraDle l:icoglda a sus preteu!:aoue-S, 
,.. . ~ 

'(0" 'Ur~'''', no-I'.-u ... - conocer e1 curso de las gestlones que la ComwudClQ l;;.;roe-

~/~~~"::",:':~:u~r:I;:;::- lite practlca en re.!.ac16n con la salida de los refuo'lSdOs 

.;;:!~. ,/'i centro europe os, que debe ser anterior a la Ilt::gaa.a ue los 
"', /.- muob.aohos h~ros. 

~'~ Lo 30meto a la conslderac1611 de V.E. ~ra la rt::soluc16n 
fA ~ que cstime pertillente. 
~ '\. 

J ~-o/ 
.u103 •.• 
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iJLmr~7":!l%:k'7: • X<jWl:k''f:*c~ m34+~' (1998) 

,..--, ~ -
-- I" '. 

'i'etu~ll, L"') _:j .1:l:!lO 1. 9 cf4 • 

!,\",:' "".-
"'I. ... COMIS"'~I'" 

l~:- ';lC'~e lr.':'V! 
en 'l'iincer ~·v CUC~CWj:~ lsriJt:l.l. 
;;rl:J q 'J.e 3U:..;tl tuirl::m :.; 01.1\.1 J. ••. ;_ 

.dmos :;;.111r dd 'J.\5n6rer.-
',,.1,,,."-

,S" "... E', MARRUECOS 

.\',i,:l. 

',- ! 

.".-:;<~ 

/ 
// 

:'1L!:.i. 

I, ..s~cwo. 3elior: 

(';O:!lO COn.:plE:lOleuto ~ CIU:mtO t ... .: LJ !j\)!~r;.; "; :;,.: .. _c ... .:-
a V. ;~. por 1!Il .uespaCIHI i;:' 116 ~l • .' \ :,; ; :Jj l; , '1. ,; .. ",1-

trat:.i:.lr y .ulia), ul :2l1junturle ::;:.,.~:. ..... ,; ~~ 1..:.: .l.':' ~ ,;.l(; 

~ 1:.1 .il ta :~c:''ll:.;;J.rli:l d1r1t;ler ... li:l '''U'.,_;.l ;'..l"': .;...;r..;:t.;~..i. .. : ~-:: 
" 7 'J. jnc'er, SOllOl tundo la 1na.l;;iIJtZ.L:.~~ ulf:: .• i.. t(';r.l..;i;J:: ... 6:. :(;.~':':' .:. .. 

entI"'..:dJ en aiCha Cludad ae UllOS OVV ~:.tlC~~..IC!~":~ i..:3J.·;:t::ll1.. .... ..i 

~;roceden tes de n1.l.nb1T1a, L'Ie lJer.:::.11.0 1~('.;i t:.L.:d.i;,Ir ~ •• ...:... 1<.1 
ir..olUlda cOyla del escrlto que ac",uI;:I ll' 'll!'l:.,.l.:"':.:.t:, }or {;OU-

~uoto de nuestra .Jeleg'li:lC16n en 'i'aue;t:l', t.::1 '.tOLj,j~JO ;-lrlt,..eL-
........ < te de 13 menclonada Uomwlldad por el 1 ue, 10.:0::,0 '/(: n.t ~ ..... ! 

• no 3010 CipOy" la suylica :c.ech.l por SIlS correll;lu.uc..I'lO:;; 
"1 'Jel'ing-er y 'l'etuctn de que Sl: les perrIIl1.l::t la e!.l. :or;;. .l«.l 'i::.tL -

l' 'i~nb"'!r de tales nihos, Slno que hCice :.:iUjet li::! t.;ur ... !.tL .. da­
I 

"'q i 
-2 J l.:~.l 

// 

da eu e1 sentido da, que ae hullan dlS.t;Juestos " rt:::3~nar­
les au mejor acog1d,41 l1aclenti03e car~1) de ello~, ut;;': •• t: :;\U 
11egaJ:l al puerto de Tanger y aseo"Uran.doles s].;. {..;"I1!uLeu(,:l6n 
y sosten. d'.U".1n.ta tOdO al tlempo qUI:! \illl tuvler",u ~U~ ,lJer-
ml:l.lJecerj al propio tiempo Liua da cue.llta el rh.;:'l::lrl(JO ";0.0-:. 
sejo lie las aotl.'7al:t gest10nea que e3t~.o re.dl~f.mUO !, •• ra-...... \ 
lluoer etl.llgrar a paises extr:anj er03 un nu.mero 3~J.Ob'O de 
refugl:JdOs de SU misma religl6n 4. ue i:ll1f Vlene :":U!;$ it:!aell- " 
do el 11amudO "(;omi te de ~slsten.Cla bios ne:t'u5'l<..:QOt\" de 
lu (;Ol!lWlldaC1 .Lsraeli ta d(:l 'l1iAn.ger. 

,l:;t. estas C0I1dlC10ne3, we l-ItlrtUl1.o ~()Cleter i:: ',. ".! 1u­
fOl:T:iand.olo 1'ilivor;.solellleI1te, el asunt() 1t:: li:.! c.:OfH;t;.:..10rl e',€.,-
ttli.il :;or e~e JepClrtamer.to Jul In.:llJ.fJt~rL.:;.::ule J t::'.t:.J.t.u .... e 
SOllCl tan d.1chCots c.:OUWllc,<:tues pur:l e..; ... 1.: •• 1.';', •• 11.OS cr. 
·.un,:,rer, Ci 1. 4ue 11:1. .Ut..! t.:Ou..l::::~rfj;j no ·,e . .;.';"'l.te, _ 
lUC~S l~s cit~u~s g~rantl~!;$ • 

•• ,'.10110 ar;r<JJecdrla a I • .:... .;~, ·d 1..:... (; ';ULJcelJ-=l':e 
1.al ;:em.lso) tUVltlr. a Olen. ~;u:... i..J"..I.".l: _ ... ~~ ~ ... _ 

Jar ur-:'ledi.J1oi }lO:>lule <J .i.i.I .>1";.", ";C:.1 .. , ... rL ,.:...!"~ .l .. ~..;rl() llt:-
2,-.1: ;..:. canaClt.lt'llto je 103 .i:;ctlclUl.LiJrlCJ:.: I :'". t,:' ~!:: ...... '" _ 

,l.-ractlcu .le l,~..;hollt!S yl.l.e Ui.1U tie ll"'Ct::r .:l'1:..dlul:l, t ... nto 1-''''-
r;,;. 1u !;;;.J!.l'ii,J ,le 1o~ !!lllOJ t::n (.!ut:.:t1611 vI:! .m l .. L,;.\; U1'1-
c;;en, CO:~.~ :.~,r~ le..; ~;r\:;~...Ir.,.!tl'lOs UI: ... LoJ;..;: ... :;:'t:~.1.()., • .: 
por l~~ 1<J~111a3 pUtil\:;ute~ 1~rae11t~~ Je l~uu~r, ~~ ~~l 
mar..era, yue tecto ello no .:.;rCiiJUZC& la C;L:!,or :.,Olt.:;.;tl,J L.1 .. d­
"Cer<.ic16n ell 1~ 'Tlti:a ~~ 1:J i1oulaC16n :it: r€leI''::I.';l., • 

. Jio.; ('.,."'.J.a.:;"J.t: C.I 

!""-

;l,'0;/;:~~ v:~ /. 

" ----'" 

UIUClJ.O:;.; lal:~o;J. 

4I"J",':'7 
, ... ", .,...#1'"-...---

'.' ~l ... j ~~.4 ..::'.~{IJ .' it, ;.::);'1 'n,.l S i,t'l' J!,:(J.U~~.l:.";. _ 
L 'J 

--"~"-~~ 
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No. 41{ 

No. 290'7 

TC­,.J......J- 2 ~/ 

llo'rE VERBALE 

141i 

The Embassy or the United state. of Amerlca 

preeents 1ts comp11mente to th~ lanil9try of Fore1:-n 

Affalr! ann hall the honor to idem the ltltter th!'~; 

the Tlni ted !ta tee ("rOvernmen tho.::: been lnfor:~ed, 

throuGh official neutral channl"l!i) t!"!:l t:.l ;;:',·~.!··SI: 

Gcvern:nent has authcrlze4 the der'lrt1:1' 

of all Jewish pereone 1n posseselcn of er;tl' 

entl tUng them to admlsslon '1 nto any otht:r ~'c.'t'-: )': 

lncludlr.e Palestlne, and that t~e (".enllrtr; ·-:c·,'or:!:!.':'[,:: 

is dlsflosed to l'ermlt the transit ot such pel':::ons 

througb terr1torie. under lta control. 

In order that tu.ll advantage may be taken of 

thil d.c1s10n on the part ot the Hunearlan r~vern~ent 

and that no posslble aT.aue ot escape may be denied 

to theae bntortUDatl J)enoM. th. bbauy has been 

lnatructed b,. 1 t. l'JOverD'lDent, pUNUAnt to the la tter t. 
urge nt/ 
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urgent interest in the rescue of oppress(;d fl.:!-' 

per.eecuted minorities trom oerman-control) ed 9r!.'p.1! 

of Europe, to express the hope that the Sp!'lnl.sb 

Government will conve,. to the appropr1a te Euncar ir-,'. 

euthClritiee at the earliest possible '!'llOmp.nt an e~-

preslion of its willingness to rece\~e on ~p~1Sh 

terri tory Jewiah retugees proceed ing frOI:: :~ung!. ry, 

at the same time instructing its representlltive? in 

8ud.apeet accordinel,., it being understood t~~nt ~"'er-:,' 

effort w111 be mad.e by the Un1te6 States r;overnment, 

in cooperation with the Bl"itllh Goverment, to ar­

range the prOll'lpt onward. transportation ot such per ... 

Ions from Spain to bavena or ret'USe in Un1 ted. !iat1ona 

territory and to contribute to their ma1ntenance and 

support in whatever manner the Span11h Qovemment 

ma1 deem d.esirable d.uring the per10d. or thej,r s t.ay 

on Spanish soil. 

The United Statel Government has taken grateful 

oosnif:anc::e of the IS tops which the .s:pani.eh ~o ... errunent 

has already taken towarc the rEHlcue of Je"'ish refuEee!1 

fro!!'./ 
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-~ -
trom Hungary and other German-controlled e. !'eas of 

Europe, and i. confident that, motivated by the sn~e 

high principles of humanity, that Government w~,ll 

continue to devote to thil humanitarian task its 

active support and willing cooperation. 

Madrid, Auggst 11, 1944. 
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10 E -'~/ 
£t5inos fXTl~ 
~J -!"I 'Oil 

&<'::"'?[i.:i<j\~'· r;('I 

~') • '0 \'31.44 J 
{~ ,~,,1.1 1'" 

\~ ',:\(l\\lN ,.)t;,/ 
··~f):1n:p-...\, 

NOTE VERBA!..E 

J_-~ , 
-- ''l: I 

--- 1)/1 

The Embassy of the unite4 States of America 

presents 1 ts compliments to the M1nisL. (\ f :o:-ei £n 

Affairs and, with reterence to its iD'.ll\ed1ately pre--

ced1ng ~!ote Verbale no. 2907 ot tb1s <Sate req1.:.est1ng 

the cooperation ot the Spanish Qovernment 1n fBc111 ta t-

ing the entry into Spain, 1n trana1t to further 4estl-

na tiona, ot Jewish retuge •• rel_se4 tzoom Hunga17 pur-

sU4nt to the decision ot the appropriate Hungarian 

au thor! t1es to perm1 t the departure tzoCllll tha. t country 

ot all Jewish persona 1n poaaeuion ot entry perm!. til 

ent1tl1ng them to aamis.ion into any other country, 

has the honor to inform the Min1stry that tr.ere ax 

known to be among these retugeea a considerable nu-::ber 

of per~on9 t~ whorn L'nlted states 1:mm:1gration visas were 

le~ueO on or after July 1, 1941, the date upo~ whIch 

existing visa procedures tock effect, but who, by rel'!.-

:f "/J:son of transportat1on d1fficultles and the advent of 

v1ar/ 

2H 
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war, have been unable to make effectIve use o! such 

vIsa •• 

In the belief that the l1ves of many 0" t:-.ese 

persons r.:1rht he saved by mesn!] of the lr .::n.;r.:.nC(: ,;;1' 

ne-::ly-:alidated vIs"ls, consular o!'('1cf'lr~ of t .(. "·:i';.r:c 

:tates 1n SpaIn and other neutral COllot~·I. :r'·\'(.)e~ 

autr~orized, sub ject to certaIn spec 1f1ed i',; f • t~ , ;-5 • 

to 1ssue to !~ch persona upon personal 8p~1~cn j 

,-15as valid for imrnIg'at10n into the UnIted -'''I tC:3, 

nnd, 1n order that the latter may not be do:"] ic'; t,,",~:; 

opportuni ty ot laving themselves from tl':trea teneo r")r-

secution and pOSl!lible death at the hands 0 f 11sz1 

authoritIes, the Embalsy woul" reques' ("In !.ntltruc-

tiona from its Govern::aent, that the Span!sh ":o"~rnment 

consent to permit the entry into Spain, w1thout rcfer-

ence to customary visa requ1rements, ot all such perrons 

to whom United State. ~gratlon v1sas were Issued 00 

or after the da.te 1n question, and that it make known 

tb.ia consent to the appropriate German, Hungarian anl1 

Qhh.~ O-~ft-e.~.1l1t. au~h0r1t1 ••• 

On 1ts part, the Embassy can give to the Mini.try 

the a s s~ra.nces / 

29 
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tr.e 8ssurnnC6S of its ~-overnment that any :-,',(=1, 

::ersons S~ acmi ttcd into Spain 1'1111 be ace!''', ~1"'1:-

:-::'il intn. !~e I while on ::pan1s h soil A n(l f,:V::-' CUFl I ,:,1 ",< t,h 

the lca~t pOD3ible delay, and that any '.':;lC: i71S J-"t::E: 

fot:.nc not to be qualified for 8dlnis5ion into the 

Pn1ted States w1!.l oe removed trcQ. :.!- 1 ~s ;;romptly 

as possible to ot::el' destinBt10ruJ to be nrr~~i~,-f~d by 

:h~ U1l1tp.d States Government. 

1~adrld, AUG'J.st 11, 1944. 
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Mod. naln. % 
No.5. 
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. .. 
i .!:;. 41~;;. ;l. I."" I ..... '. ' 

; . -:::" \ '. 
'l:' .~. ' .. I 
. , 
I 

EXpiL>ASE 

1--1-

Salvoeenducto nnn'l 

.:::' B 
i
~II';IIJ'"l!. 
:1r: . j1111·rf..~U'n 

!! .1 ,,'War 

Jt.k ~ 
.3 . 

E.xcmo. Selior: ~ 
Don ~o.n ezratt , " B~ttQJ:I ; ;.; ••••. -: _ .jt-.E. .. aij, 

profesionjlJ:l?P.:::.1~.;; .. ti..o.....Y.ic:e comw' JIlOlW4'ti.tbS 0 d. li:~p&n& ~.J eldA 
Natura 1 (le SalC'niea (11 eeia) 

prrYT}lneUJ iJl' 0 l' r • •• estado Ces. de _. _ damlcilia .. 
l'n ~el.~na._ a Ot.lC& eaile de RaIlQll.~U&llln. _ num. _::.b.-. 
t'~nslon l'oIi:1es .•. 
y mn cedula personal dtUftifif/a Naclon,"~L_ nli.m. 101 exp~d;1l 
ettena.a por el Consul.do Gene~licAt &s~p',n\estiiOJa,{l8t1J lara . 
h .t e6ptJA :fta:llUel Rih'ith de Ezrat t,. de 51 anos de Se.l~nC aP~. 

saLtr ik EspaiUl por La jrontera iU con 1.Jalid~z pa' puerto espano 1 
un solo viaje. a cuyo e/«to IJ.&Om.pa.iiIJ dos jotogra/itz.s, rtintegrando la pcticion ell 

una pdlizll iU una eincuenta ,..e ..... 
Deelarando bajo su responubilidad. qIU. /.as rtJZones que It' oblit:art a soi 

ciJtv tl mi.sItto son IIu ~. 

lla •• do por!!JU cll,,1Me Alh_,.T,., l'",'h"'l""lI!!!L~..tiA.ft~ ..... 'l" .... ,_!.- .. ~_ 
(Palestln&i Calle RehoyAgbara" no 2,Lcon oblito de residir 
proTistana .en t~ en dicha pobl-.o i n basta 1& fin de las 
h~-td.l.~A~ ..... __ ...... ..t.....---..I • ~ . 
d. E '7 ..,..----...~ ....... ~..__;--Vi ... on.l.. ylAlllro::n;v-~~ CtI:S ~ ... :oa 

e apua en Sal anica ••• t'. • • _ _ ____ ... _ 

Gracia qlU Ufera aI.cImzIJr de V. E. cu.ya 'fJUJ.'"" gUilriU Dios mu.chos tui;:;.,. 

Barcelo'" a...l-iU bgo8te de 194 
1'bwI .......... O 

~ 
Los avajo fi.rnulnle$, ,",,)'Ores tU tIIdm1, f't!&OlII>«n. 14 fumll. lI.n.lerl.or, CtllUIIUZtln 14l l '.,.; '1.1 .~ co • 

.!u.cta Y p/If/la IIJiIwwn al Motfimiento NtJ&iD1UJI iUl IDlicillUllI.!. Y Ill. c~rtI!zd d~ los ",('llt't·S o/t'gtuJ.: 

Doll _~l io...;s Cal deron Y Eliaan 
~_ • pit (in coaer"!iant: __ 

Ii.omiclJiado t''1_ Ba,=..:..r.:;.ce::...=l..:o=%lA=-____ _ 

calk d~_ A..".!:...b).i :·a.ta - una IUim. 76 
f'lrma, 

, ~...,.,--
( .' 
\' 

, . I tY 

.rr 

Don SSJlUel,M,t m"T ' .~ 

_. __ - • profui.6n. _cc_~:::I ~~:-! -, 

BarceJr-n' --------- : - ----4omi.cIJiillJiJ~" 

calL' 4'I.P$J~~n~ !;i'll . ..J1... 
I"II'IIM., 

~.....-...,,"'-.~.,- .I 
"'""'-

EXCDlO, Senor Goberuador Civil de la Provincia. BARCELON) 

-:31 
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I· ~ . 
.... TURA SUPERIOR DE POUClA 

DE BARCELONA 

DECLARACON JURADA 

Ilon-Slll!l!lQ.!!. . ..E.z.m..t.t'1' ,. :eottnn cnn :rn .ellp.c.S&. .... R&Q.ue.l ... .3e..n.b. a los efectos de petici6n 

de salvoconducto para llaso de frontera y bajo juramento afirma: 

1.- Poblacion o·poblac1ona. Ia. qlle • proJlOae db'pr: 
T.l-.A. ... 1 T (Pal •• tina) 

2.- OatiOn qae .. propone ruldar tn act. lin. de c1ldU11 pobl.ciono: 

(DeWa .. I .. CesUOOtl,: pertODll 0.· cu_ cioacle bl cit ral!Jlrlu '1 todoa CDantOl detalles 
ptnaiten coDiprobar II Ylllddld;) 

Par ... · estableee:ne. proT1a1c1'1alll8nte en dicOa poblac ion 

]2 
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Ilrllcu'm aprOximldll d~ "l':tancia 1m cad. una dt II. poblldonu: 

ProT1s1onal~ente. 

R .. laci6n lie doeumtntos que prtstnu'o .compaftl, comu ac:moRrlClonde i~etIC:ibitP".~·. ':',' ~~~~.).~ 
-.;"i IUllfJlIlJltnto del vi.jt: ~ ... I J', - ~""! '.' • 

1f1>' 
Ce!'t tf10adc del ConS'UJ:a4o Gelle:ra:~~.B.t1tU110'j:aa -B&rOllQu .d.e teob'a 
1 de Agosto de 1~44,a4junto. 

AOJJJ !Jl.;. J~'rOL1Aa~3.c.! 

Salvocl'Indueto .nterior: (I!rprnar:fel::ba. fundalDeDto.) 

Fa.saporte~';de 1 COlmlC. .... ;Gei.~'!1e .Bapasa. ~.e.i.::ktel2&.l!r.'/t)ajC'1):o .216 ·de 
;:7 de 14&10 de 19~"', 

l;" rhvlS&s t.ltrlnjerls con que C1Ienu'en 'Esplftl.., en el !!xtr.njtro pI,. re.lilar tl vilje: 
--' 

i, Ouas manift:ilJlcionts: 

Blreeloal1 de' Agosto d~ l<aM94 
firm. del dec!aranit, 

; hair) firmantt! .firman 

.". I"' '",:'// 

~ 
coustarles la veraCldlld d~ CU:lIllV :tlll.cnormeonte ilr decl",ra / "" 

" .... l t 
{Z.,A.'J....;{.,{ .... ....,..,..,~ \... 

,-"-:-1:.- 4 " • 
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