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Reorganizing Workers' Education and Introduction of British ‘Tutorial Class’:
The Case of Guidance Class for Industrial Workers in the Tokyo Municipality

P HO

Naoki SEKI

In Japan ‘social education’ is understood as belonging to a communal and regional life in
contrast to school education and home training. The condition for the emergence was an acquisition
of originality to make a distinction between community development and education getting a clue
from adult education in the Western countries.

This paper attempts to analyze the reorganization of workers education by the introduction of
British ‘tutorial class’ focusing on the case of guidance class for industrial workers in the Tokyo
municipality from the mid-1920s to the mid-1930s. The new measure of small class and close
contacts between students and lecturers for flowering natural talents of learners was different form
the previous workers education works in the city of Tokyo. I would like to investigate the guidance
class from next three points.

Firstly, the influence of the variety of providers, the Tokyo municipality, the Ministry of
Education, the Japan Association for Adult Education and the Japan Moral Culture Society.
Secondly, academic discipline, sympathy for workers and comprehension in business on the part of
the lecturers. Finally, the course of study tied to students own vocations.

During the development of social education the Tokyo municipality interests recognized that
they should cultivate their understanding of British adult education and narrow down the subject of
the class to workers. The result was a uniqueness of it both in the vision of adult and community
education in the Tokyo Municipality at the time and the history of social education in prewar Japan.
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